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Welcome to MOSAIC
In 1962, the superhero Spiderman first appeared in a 
Marvel comic. Golden Wonder introduced cheese and 
onion flavoured crisps to the UK market, and the first 
‘proper’ Bond film ‘Dr No’ was released (with all apologies 
to David Niven fans). John Glenn became the first American 
to orbit the Earth, and Ipswich Town won the football 
league. The average UK house price was £2,552, whilst the 
average salary was £633. ‘Steptoe and Son’, ‘The Saint’ and 
‘University Challenge’ made their debut on our television 
screens. A lot has happened over the past 60 years, much of 
which we can celebrate and even feel slightly nostalgic as 
we look back. 

1962 was also when Rural Ministries was formed under 
‘Datchet Evangelical Fellowship’ by entrepreneurial builder 
Herbert Goddard. A man whose missional thinking was, in 
my view, ahead of its time and whose vision we continue to 
hold fast to today as we encourage a rethinking of mission 
and a reimagining of church in the rural context. For those 
unfamiliar with the story behind Rural Ministries, Nick 
gives us a summary of our journey on page 6.

As we celebrate our 60th anniversary in this edition 
of MOSAIC, I was seeking a Bible verse that would be 
appropriate and reflect something of the generosity of 
God we have experienced as a network. In my searching, I 

opened Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus and, reading 
from a modern translation, fell upon a couple of verses that 
stood out:

Always give thanks to Father God for every person he brings 
into your life in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And out of 
your reverence for Christ, be supportive of each other in love. 

Ephesians 5:20-21 

We certainly give thanks for all of you that the Lord has 
brought into the life of Rural Ministries over the past 60 
years. You have encouraged and inspired us with your 
courageous vision, dedication and faithfulness to the Lord’s 
work as a network. You have generously and sacrificially 
carried us as a mission agency through your prayers and 
gifts of finance. Speaking on behalf of the entire team at 
RM, it has been a privilege to journey with and serve you. 
The recollections and reflections that you have shared in 
this edition have been inspiring to read, and I do believe 
that together we have been able to make a kingdom 
difference. 

In this anniversary edition, we catch up with the two 
previous General Secretaries, hearing some of their 
reflections from their time with RM and offering some 
thoughts for the future. Alison writes on ‘embracing the 

creative’, challenging us to make space for and nurture those who 
are artistically gifted; they could indeed be the hidden gem in many a 
rural community. 

We interview the Bishop of Exeter, who has a national role in the 
Church of England as ‘lead bishop for rural.’ He is also behind the new 
book called ‘How village churches thrive: a practical guide.’ He talks about 
the inspiration behind the book, as well as his thoughts on the future 
of the rural church, which are both candid and insightful. Copies of 
the book are available from Church House Publishing, but we can 
offer a limited number of free copies to readers of MOSAIC, details of 
which you can find on page 46.

On page 10, we talk about our latest initiative, ‘Rural Mission Hubs’, 
in which we are seeking to connect and resource people in a regional 
capacity. We are locating these hubs in several prayer-based 
communities around England and hope to be able to announce 
venues shortly in Wales and Scotland as we continue to develop links 
in these places. We look forward to bringing you further updates over 
the coming months. 

Finally, echoing the words of the Apostle Paul, and speaking on behalf 
of the entire team, I hope and pray that we might continue to support 
and encourage one another for many 
years to come God willing, because of our 
rootedness and unity in Christ Jesus. 

Revd Simon Mattholie 
CEO Rural Ministries
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The story behind the two-fold vision
Rural Christian communities make a substantial 
contribution to the vibrancy of their villages, according 
to a Coventry University research project. Nick Jones 
examines the role played by a visionary pastor when 
he established what would ultimately become Rural 
Ministries in the early 1960s.

Although 2022 marks 60 years since the official founding 
of Datchet Evangelical Fellowship, the original vision began 
many years before this. In 1936, when Pastor Herbert Goddard 
was in the Lake District, God planted a seed of concern in 
his heart that rural chapels were closing, leaving large areas 
across the UK where the gospel was not being heard. This 
coincided with a seemingly separate seed that something 
needed to be done to support retiring missionaries when 
returning to the UK in terms of housing.

It was only at the very end of the 1950’s that God provided 
the circumstances for Pastor Goddard to nurture these 
seeds into what was to become Datchet Evangelical 
Fellowship and fulfilment of his two-fold vision to provide 
housing and support mission in Britain’s villages.

This is how Pastor Goddard put it:

 “It was not until the early 1960’s when in the midst of great 
spiritual trials, I saw how these two visions could be fused for the 
mutual benefit of both. The first step I realized was to buy an old 
house set in pleasant surroundings and divide it into flats for 
retired missionaries.”

These converted flats in Church Lane, Witton opened in 
1962 and formed the Fellowship’s base until after Pastor 
Goddard’s death in 1981. 

Pastor Goddard’s second step was to send out a thousand 

letters with a copy of John’s gospel inviting people to 
respond to his vision. He received just nine replies, of which 
one was a begging letter, one was returned unopened, one 
was abusive, and the rest were plain acknowledgements of 
receipt. Not a brilliant start!

But not to be deterred, the first village he focused on was 
Tuddenham near Ipswich, a chapel that had not been open 
for 20 years. After much renovation it became the first 
chapel to be re-opened in 1963. The two seeds had started to 
sprout new shoots and many, many more shoots were soon 
to follow.

The initial aim laid down in 1960 was to ‘provide homes for 
retired ministers, missionaries and Christian workers and to 
establish a Gospel witness in villages where none exists and 
to help needy causes’. Those aims in 1962 and 1963 were now 
underway, with many more chapels saved and reinvigorated 
and housing provided.

The converted flats in Church Lane, Witton which opened in 1962
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Evolution of the Rural 
Ministries logo

History repeats itself: 
Datchet Evangelical 
Fellowship’s mobile 
church and Cornwall’s 
Big Blue Bus

After much renovation Tuddenham became the first chapel to be 
re-opened in 1963

Although some churches were planted, it was the focus 
on enabling mission that was at the centre; encouraging 
churches and missioners to work across an area, 
supporting and inspiring others in similar circumstances. 

Sixty years later those aims are still in place. The need 
to provide housing has diminished, but our focus on 
supporting and encouraging mission in our rural areas 
is as strong today as it was then. The methods have also 
changed to keep in step with 21st century requirements, but 
we believe that Pastor Goddard will recognise and approve 
of the work done today. 

Sometimes history repeats itself; in 1979 Datchet 
Evangelical Fellowship converted a coach into a mobile 
church, and in 2014 we supported the conversion of a 
double decker bus for mission work in Cornwall. Same idea, 
but a bigger bus! Over the years we have supported ‘surfing 
evangelists’, sports workers, an art café church, village 
chaplains and even a kitchen table! Our conferences and 
events have grown, even during the pandemic, and reach 
several hundred people each year.

In 1968 it was said that not a day goes by when prayer is not 
offered for the rural churches and areas of Britain. Today 
we still carry on that practice as we circulate our MOSAIC 
magazine to over 1,400 people, run in person and online 
conferences, and post a weekly reflection which is read and 
appreciated by so many. 

Like Pastor Goddard we too seek to work with others and 
are today involved in many of the mainline denominations, 
as well as several national and regional organisations who 
share our vision for rural Britain. We offer input to many of 
the theological colleges on rural mission, have launched a 
listening project across the UK, as well as been a prophetic 
voice to speak into the Church today. We may not hold 
the number of buildings we once did, but our passion for 
mission remains as strong as it was back in 1962! 

Children’s event at Witton House
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Over the last 18 months or so, we at RM have been 
considering ways in which we could facilitate the gathering 
of those involved in rural mission on a regional basis 
around the UK. As this vision has developed, with the 
support and guidance of Pete Atkins, we have sensed God 
leading us to enable the creation of regional centres of rural 
mission in existing prayer-based communities to facilitate 
learning, support, partnership and inspiration – particularly 
for those involved with pioneering in the rural context. 

Pete comments: “There are several prayer-based 
communities around the UK who have on their heart a 
burden of praying for those serving God in the rural context, 
be that by existing ministry or pioneering a new work… we 
could offer a ‘hub’ where there are accessible resources, a 
resident community of prayer and a place of retreat. These 
mission hubs would also serve as a regional gathering 
point and a place of connection at least twice a year for 
those worshipping, witnessing, 
and working in an area.”

Very often amongst 
rural pioneers, 
isolation is 
mentioned as one of 
the key challenges 
faced. Our early 
Rural Hub meetings 
at Lee Abbey in 
Devon and Scargill 

Rural Mission Hubs
House in the Yorkshire Dales appear to be helping overcome 
isolation, as relationships across regions and (probably 
of equal importance) across denominations are built. 
Furthermore, the values of community and hospitality are 
very much at the heart of our vision, as time is taken to 
share stories, pray together and eat together, as well as 
learning from each other and, crucially, listening to God 
for a particular region. Lying behind the vision is 
the picture of small boats which on occasion 
need a secure harbour before putting out to 
sea again; this image is particularly apt 
for Lee Abbey which is based on the rocky 
North Devon coast near Lynton. 

In November 2021 rural pioneers were invited to gather 
at Lee Abbey to explore the possibility of forming a Rural 
Hub. There were 40 attendees including our own Alison and 
Simon. 

Alison commented, “Simon led some teaching with plenty 
of breakout groups so the insights of those participating 
could also be heard, then we shared a meal and we prayed 
together. It was a simple format – no fireworks or grandiose 
plans to talk about – I felt it was a time that was primarily 
about fellowship and it was inspiring to share this day with 
likeminded disciples. It seemed others agreed and so a 
team is now working on what next.”

Back up north, Alistair attended a recent gathering at 
Scargill House, North Yorkshire. “This was the second of our 
face-to-face gatherings having met online during lockdown. 
It was so good to be in such beautiful surroundings and 
witness relationships developing amongst those attending. 
We worshipped together, prayed together, ate together 
and we were left with much to ponder after some input on 
Missional Listening from Ben Lucas (via video) and Pete 
Atkins.”

We’re currently working on the development of more hubs in 
England as well as in Wales and Scotland, thus creating more 
centres of mission to catalyse the development of the future 
rural church. The venues and dates we have so far are:

Dates and venues: 

Monday 23rd May 
Scargill House, North Yorkshire 

Friday 10th June 
Launde Abbey, Leicestershire

Thursday 22nd September 
Ashburnham Place, Sussex

Thursday 20th October
Lee Abbey, Devon 

See pages 44 and 45 for details. 

Please keep a look out for further 
dates and venues on our website 
and social media feeds.  
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BroadGrace, Coltishall, Norfolk 

As Rural Ministries celebrates 60 years of partnership 
in serving Christ, we are grateful as a church for the 
encouragement we have received in Him.

Declan Flanagan, then the CEO of Rural Ministries, met 
with John and Flick Hindley before they moved down to 
Norfolk from Manchester to serve Christ in the planting 
of BroadGrace Church. Over our 12 years of church family 
life we have received encouragement and much food for 
thought from Simon Mattholie and other members of the 
Rural Ministries team and trustees.

Particularly significant to our ministry have been the 
financial gifts and a loan to allow us to buy our present 
building, The River Rooms in Coltishall. Simon saw and 
encouraged us in our vision to have a building that, like our 
church, sits in the village community to serve alongside 
others as part of village life. 

As the home of the village café, offices, a meeting room and 
our church, this building has opened many opportunities 
to meet, serve and share the gospel of Jesus Christ with our 
neighbours. We are grateful to God for Rural Ministries’ part 
in this.

ReBorne Sherborne & Milborne Port, Dorset

As we look back and celebrate, our links with Rural 
Ministries can be traced to 1983 when Eddie Vass, then CEO, 
along with other local support helped the establishment 
of Milborne Port Christian Fellowship. Starting small, the 
fellowship grew, requiring moves to accommodate the 
growing numbers from homes to the village hall and then 
the purchase of a local building. With help from Rural 
Ministries, and with the considerable work of the members 
of MPCF, a transformation of the building was made which 
initiated the new name of ‘Steps’.

Sherborne Community Church was formed from MPCF as 
there were a number of people travelling from Sherborne 
over to Milborne Port each week. This met in the West 
End Hall after initial meetings at the former St. Aldhelm’s 
School.

Both churches have had their own full-time ministers and 
operated independently, but with close links, and Rural 
Ministries have supported the appointing of ministers 
in both churches. In recent years, a clear leading from 
the Lord resulted in the two churches coming together 
again and ReBorne was conceived, ‘One church in two 
locations’. We congregate for our Sunday worship in 

the Digby Hall, Sherborne but other 
meetings and activities take 

place in both locations, where 
we are experiencing God’s 
grace, proclaiming God’s love 
and demonstrating God’s 
fellowship.

Thank you for the part Rural 
Ministries has played in our 

history.

Fenlands Church, 
Tydd Gote, Cambridgeshire

Tydd Gote Chapel’s relationship with Rural Ministries 
goes back to 1982, writes Dave Chapman, leader at the 
fellowship since 2007. In 2005 things had reached a 
point where the chapel might have closed down, but a 
team from our church in Peterborough was put together 
to work in Tydd Gote on Wednesdays and Sundays. A 
couple moved into the manse and things progressed 
from there. RM support was strong and included help 
with the trusteeship and building repairs.

Since then, RM has included our sister church in 
Thorney, Cambridgeshire (see page 20). The two 
churches were strong supporters of the annual weekend 
conference, and we have fond memories of the teaching, 
food and fellowship there.

Coming up to date, COVID has been a big challenge. 
Interestingly, it brought both churches together as we 
met jointly on Zoom. Although it has been difficult to 
replicate this since we began meetings in our respective 
buildings, we have been pleased to have new people 
coming along and being added to both fellowships.

St Andrews Community Church, 
Craven Arms, Shropshire

Our church’s connection with Rural Ministries is a strong 
one in that Craven Arms Evangelical Church, as we were 
then called, began in 1996 as a church ‘plant’ by Beryl 
Lawson, daughter of Datchet Evangelical Fellowship’s 
founder, and her husband. Thanks to the ongoing support 
of Rural Ministries in employing a pastor, purchase of a 
manse and provision of a loan enabling the purchase of 
St Andrews’ church building, the congregation grew from 
a handful to well over 50 within 10 years, and the church 
became financially independent. 

This support has enabled a growing Christian witness in 
the community, including using the church premises for 
services and outreach to the nearby primary school, weekly 
social events for the local community, and running the 
Craven Arms foodbank, which marks its 10th anniversary 
this year. As we celebrate 25 years of our existence as a 
fellowship, we give thanks for 60 years of Rural Ministries. 

Ben & Ez Lucas, Missional Listeners, 
Charlton Down, Dorset

Happy Anniversary Rural Ministries! None of what we have 
done in Dorset would have happened without the wonderful 
support from RM. We are so thankful for the prayer and 
financial support that have been given. But more than 
that – we are thankful for the energy, excitement and vision 
that RM had for pioneering missional listeners. We are 
thankful for the wisdom and support of the leaders. We are 
thankful for the network of friends that has built out of RM 
and who inspire us and cheer us on today. So, the churches 
that are being planted, the people being baptised, the 
transformations in the rural villages here – so much of that is 
down to RM. Thank you! Here’s to an exciting next 60 years.



Sutton St James Baptist Church, 
Sutton St James, Lincolnshire

Here at SSJBC, 2022 has started well with the wonderful 
encouragement of two baptisms – the first that have taken 
place at the church for over 10 years. We are also finally 
coming to the end of our ‘Project Refresh’ refurbishment 
programme which started in 2017 with some essential 
internal works. These include air source heating, improved 
toilet facilities and new double-glazed windows as well as 
a new roof, drylining and decorating the sanctuary area and 
new flooring throughout the whole church.

Rural Ministries has supported Project Refresh with a 
grant towards the refurbishment of the Old School Room 
into a comfy coffee-bar style space and this support was 
instrumental in helping us to secure many other grants 
that will ultimately enable us to complete all the phases of 
Project Refresh.

The final phase of Project Refresh is the external work, 
which includes resurfacing the car park and footpath to the 
graveyard with decorative concrete, establishing a lawned 
area to create a safe outside space for children to play and 
adults to enjoy a cuppa, and new front doors. Then we just 
need to repaint the facias and add new signage and it will 
be job done!

In our small fenland village where there is no coffee shop or 
similar for people to meet in, our building is important to 
act as a focal point for community. God’s call on our lives 
was, and still is, to open the doors and love people and we 
now do that six days a week.

We are so excited at the many new opportunities that God is 
creating for us to explore and we look forward to welcoming 
new people into our family.

14 15
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Wellington & District Parish Churches, 
Somerset

Sixty years is an amazing milestone for Rural Ministries, 
but here in Wellington our project is also long term. We are 
now in our sixth year of working with RM and the seeds are 
just beginning to sprout. Our journey has been quite up and 
down. We have had a few blind alleys, but lots of fruitful 
ventures, as can be seen by our financial graphs, but it is 
when you hear the individual stories of many, many people 
through their journey of faith that you appreciate what a 
difference Rural Ministries has made, and are making.

Our members have worked with nursing homes, with 
the lonely and isolated in our community, with the local 
schools, made several creative art installations, had some 
inspiring musical sessions and, since the COVID pandemic, 
our work for social action has really taken off. It feels now 
as if we are at the start of something really good. Thank you, 
Rural Ministries!

Capel St Mary Methodist Church, 
Capel St Mary, Suffolk

Since 2018, we have represented Capel and Ipswich 
Methodist Circuit at the RM conferences and leadership 
training, connecting and discussing challenges, projects, 
and possibilities with a wide variety of churches from 
different environments. They have been inspiring and 
innovative events, asking challenging, relevant questions 
like “Why do we do what we do?” always based on studies 
and reflections from the Word of God. 

We became partners with RM in 2018 and a year later we 
invited Simon to guide us through discussions on Values 
& Goals through ‘Vision for Growth’, ‘Prioritising Resources 
and ‘Appropriateness of Premises’. It helped us to think big, 
honestly, prayerfully, and courageously.

In lockdown, the RM Zoom 
sessions were a great help and 
support – encouraging time 
to stop, reflect and hear God 
speaking; opportunities to 
engage with breakout groups, 
honest discussion and 
supportive prayer; looking at 
how to grasp the opportunity to 
re-imagine and prepare for changes. 
We also find MOSAIC useful in our leadership discussions, 
learning how others have taken on mission opportunities 
elsewhere. Thank you, RM for your prayers and support.

Bishopstoke Evangelical Church, 
Bishopstoke, Hampshire

Our links with RM go back more than 15 years and during 
that time RM has been involved in our search for two 
pastors and provided objective mentoring to one which 
benefitted both the church and the individual. They were 
also able to give financial support when the church first 
employed both pastors, which was a real help for a church 
of our size.

We have been blessed by the ministry and counsel of some 
of RM’s staff team. Their message has not always been easy 
to listen to, but with hindsight has proved to be spot on!

Like many, we find RM’s conferences and the MOSAIC 
magazine encouraging. It’s good to network with others and 
swap ideas and provided inspiration for things that might 
work here at BEC!

For us, the lessons learned from working with RM are to 
‘think outside the box’ in terms of our mission to spread the 
good news of Jesus, to seek out the gaps in the needs of our 
community that BEC could fill, to be utterly dependent on 
our God and be brave in Him.  Thanks RM!



Epping Green Chapel, 
Epping Green, Essex

The chapel in Epping Green was founded in the 1820’s and 
in 1862 the current ‘new chapel’ was built. Despite many 
flourishing years, after one and a half centuries, the village 
chapel was in danger of closure and potential demolition 
or conversion into a house. The only church in the village 
would thus have gone. Thankfully, in 1977, the chapel 
became part of Rural Ministries and has benefitted from 
the personal support provided by phone, email and the 
welcome visits from the Rural Ministries team. 

A major practical help to the chapel in its role witnessing 
to the community has been the ability to provide 
accommodation in a very expensive part of the country. In 
the early 1990’s, generous funding from Rural Ministries 
allowed for much needed refurbishments, but also 
an amazing reconfiguration creating independent 
accommodation for a minister or church worker as part of 
the church building facility.

We have also valued their conferences over the years as they 
have supported rural pastoral ministry over the years.

Thank you Rural Ministries!!
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Millom Baptist Church, 
Millom, Cumbria

Millom Baptist Church has just celebrated our first baptism 
for three years. A number of visitors joined us, and we 
shared lunch together afterwards. It felt like a very special 
occasion.

Having spent the last few years restoring key parts of the 
church building, we are now preparing to replace the floor 
in the hall, which will be a major undertaking, and replacing 
all our storage and toilet areas which are built on top of 
the decaying floor. But instead of being alarmed by the 
scale of the project, we are confident that God will see us 
through again – as usual God is one step ahead and parts 
of the project and its funding are becoming clearer. Please 
pray with us that we are able to get this done as smoothly 
as possible, as the building is now busier than it has 
ever been, and new opportunities for mission seem to be 
appearing (more on that in a latter issue, as we see what 
happens!).

Durrington Community Church, 
Durrington, Wiltshire

We in Durrington Community Church have appreciated 
the support of RM over the years we have been part of the 
fellowship of RM churches.

The training has been second to none and the guidance 
always helpful without being overbearing or dictatorial. We 
have been grateful for the ‘safety net’ which has existed for 
us by being an RM church when it came to thinking over 
these last few years about having our own building. We have 
been offered financial support towards legal back-up as 
well as prayer support throughout the convoluted process. 
It’s not that we have always needed the finance promised 
but to know there is a larger and more experienced 

organisation that ‘has your back’ is really comforting.

MOSAIC is one of the best ‘in-house’ magazines we receive 
and it always looks attractive as well as having the ability 
to share ideas and make you think of great plans for 
building the Kingdom of God.

Witnesham Baptist Church, 
Witnesham, Suffolk

We are a small fellowship that meet about four miles from 
where Datchet Evangelical Fellowship, as it was then, once 
owned property to house retired rural ministers around 50 
years ago. As a fellowship, we linked up with RM around 15 
years ago to seek help and advice about the way forward. 
Over these years, our folk have enjoyed attending weekend 
conferences and leaders’ conferences, Pastor Andrew 
being encouraged by the latter through sharing with other 
fellowships around the country and the teaching received.

Many of the activities we did before COVID have not 
restarted as we believe the Lord is saying get back to basics 
of WORD, LORD, SERVE. To read the WORD regularly and 
frequently; leading us to look to the LORD Jesus, to remain 
close to Him; leading us to SERVE Him in worship and then 
to SERVE others through acts of love. Since reopening the 
church for services, attendance has been around 16. Pre-
COVID it was 20 to 25. Some of our folk have died, others are 
now house bound or moved to join other fellowships but 
none have lost faith.

Over the two years of restrictions, our pastor recorded 
messages on YouTube and since moving back into 
gathering together on a Sunday, sermons have been 
recorded and later uploaded onto the platform.

Pastor Andrew retires in July, so we are looking to what 
God has in store for us in the months/years ahead and 
being part of RM with the prayers of others will no doubt 
encourage us in our going forward with the Lord.

PARTNER NEWS
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I recently caught up with Declan Flanagan, 
the previous CEO of RM, and asked him 
some questions looking back on his 
time with RM. We also chatted about 
the future, and his hopes for RM and 
the rural church. I began by asking 
him about the most rewarding 
things he recalls from working with 
rural churches?

Three things come to mind. Firstly, I 
think the opportunity to discover the 
many ways in which God is working in the 
countryside; there’s no single blueprint for 
effective churches. Sometimes I found some great 
churches in unlikely places with unusual people leading 
them. I think the second one was being able to learn and share 
and the joys and challenges of rural church life; there was always 
something new to learn. Finally, I am always very impressed with 
the prayer, sacrificial service, and reliance on the Lord of many 
people working in the rural context. Sometimes this depth of 
commitment to Christ seemed greater than those I encountered 
in urban and suburban churches. 

A sense of local call is incredibly important; prayer and 
sacrificial service is imperative, and a strong sense of call 
will keep you on your knees long after others have left. 

I think sustaining prayer over the long term is becoming more 
and more difficult for Christians, especially if we don’t see 
immediate answers or if the work is slow. The commitment to 

Quality not quantity?
An interview with Declan Flanagan, former RM CEO

keep on praying is a demanding one. There can be a 
temptation to try other things apart from prayer; 

we look for human fixes because prayer is 
demanding.

Yes. And I think we live in an age of the 
microwave ping; we want everything 
quickly if not instantly. I don’t think 
we’re necessarily structured nor 
expectant to be in it for the long haul. 

But having said that, I think, again, 
one of the encouragements that I’m 

beginning to pick up is a reawakening 
of some of the monastic rhythms in 

the countryside. So, the rhythm of prayer, of 
hospitality, the study of scripture to mention but a few, 

are long term disciplines that can carry faith through times 
of difficulty. Rediscovering some of these rhythms and 
recognising that the benefits and results might take weeks, 
months and even years to manifest with the possibility that 
it might not be seen in our lifetime.

Something that really has stayed with me a long after I finished 
my time with RM is that effective rural churches concentrate on 
one or two areas of ministry. They focus on quality rather than 
quantity. Trying to do everything is hopeless isn’t it? A good 
church should have children’s work – but what if it’s in an area 
where nearly everyone’s retired?

We seem to suffer from the language of scarcity. We ask, 
‘what’s missing?’ Rather than embracing the language of 
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abundance, which is, ‘Who and what have we got and, in 
light of this, what’s God calling us to do?’

I’m reminded of a village where the church closed, but some 
people started a group for retired folk with cake and coffee. 
Forty to fifty people came every week. They didn’t regard that as 
anything to do with church, as they’ve understood it for a long 
time. But little by little, the gospel is getting into the area. They 
became good at coffee and cake but didn’t try to do loads of other 
things that they weren’t good at. 

I think helping churches recognise the one or two things 
that they are good at doing, is one of the gifts of RM. Turning 
to the future, what are you seeing, hearing, and sensing in 
these challenging times?

I think many churches and mission agencies are very fragile, but 
may not always know it. And unfortunately, I think this is unlikely 
to be reversed. 

So, we may lose some?

Mm, unfortunately yes. I think another challenge is, post-COVID, 
many churches desire to return to how it was before. Leaders are 
tired, which I think is a big issue. Rather than a burst of fresh 
activity, why not first explore together what we’ve learned over 
the past couple of years and how might we now respond? I think 
you’ve said that well in several articles over the last year, but it is 
worth repeating. 

Linked with this, rural Britain is constantly changing and there 
are new opportunities if we have eyes to see, but challenges too. 
Where I am in Kent, there’s hardly any rural churches left. They 
went 20 years ago. Those that remain are replicating the church of 
the 1960’s and hardly note how the world has changed. So, they’ll 
become progressively more fragile. 

The future of rural church is to my mind ecumenical, lay 
led and a mixed ecology of worships and styles. And I think 
that we need to wrestle with this. What does that mean for 
us? Perhaps it’s not all about doing new things but also 
rediscovering and reviving some of the old things that we’ve 
done before.

Towards the end of my time with RM I did quite a lot of reading 
of what happened to the Church after the canon of Scripture was 
complete. What did discipleship look like at the end of the first 
century, when the church was forced underground? It seems to me 
that evangelism wasn’t decision orientated, it was discipleship 
orientated. Perhaps we need to reflect on this further.

RM is a key player in thinking through appropriate mission 
strategies to reach a new generation in these changing times. I 
trust they’ll continue to do so, with an unwavering confidence in 
the gospel and a willingness to take risks. 

Declan, thank you for your time.

Simon Mattholie

“What did discipleship look like at the end of the first century, 
when the church was forced underground? It seems to me that 

evangelism wasn’t decision orientated, it was discipleship orientated. 
Perhaps we need to reflect on this further.”
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The Meeting Place, 
Westbourne, Sussex

We are relative newcomers to RM and their Regional Day 
Conference was one of the first things Jenny and I attended 
as fresh-faced pioneers in 2019. Another conference this 
year and on Zoom was one of the most recent. Both were 
100% relevant and empowering. In fact, we have found 
everything RM does to be so helpful and encouraging to 
our ministry. We really don’t think that there is a more 
supportive and understanding mission and ministry 
organisation out there today. Keep on doing what you do 
folks. It is so appreciated.

Bootle Evangelical Church, 
Bootle, Cumbria

Our links with Rural Ministries began in the late 1990’s. The 
purpose-built chapel was provided (together with a manse 
and schoolroom) at the expense of Joseph Whitridge. It 
opened on 30 July 1780, with the Reverend Daniel Gibbons, 
from Ulverston, preaching the first sermon. In 1822, the 
chapel was passed into the hands of a board of trustees 
of ‘Protestant Dissenters of the Independent Persuasion 
respecting Church Government.’ To preserve the future 
of the church and save it from closure, Rural Ministries 
purchased the church and school room in 1999. 

Over the years, RM have continued to support the chapel 
spiritually as well as practically. With their help, we have 
enjoyed a succession of ministers and leaders (some 
from as far away as Texas!) and been able to maintain an 
ageing building, replacing windows, doors and providing an 
improved disabled access. Thank you, Rural Ministries, for 
your partnership with us over this time!

EFC Christian Fellowship, 
Sutton-on-Sea, Lincolnshire

We have been involved with Rural Ministries for over 11 
years and they have been very supportive over these years, 
especially when we needed funding to support our previous 
pastor as what they put in place helped the church when we 
needed it most. 

It has always been a reassurance to the membership and 
especially to myself over the seven years I have served in 
leadership that Rural Ministries has always been there with 
their wealth of experience and expertise, knowing that we 
can use them in the future whatever the need. 

We constantly pray for the Rural Ministries team as we urge 
every church to continue to do as it can be tough for small 
churches and leaders can often feel exhausted and in need 
of spiritual and practical support. Again, we say thank you 
for Rural Ministries and its ongoing vision to stimulate 
and encourage our churches; we continue to pray that our 
brothers and sisters at RM will be blessed more than ever 
before.

Wychwood Baptist Church, 
Milton-Under-Wychwood, Oxfordshire

Our relationship with RM spans more than 20 years. They 
were instrumental in my predecessor, Nick Gray, joining the 
church and provided much needed financial support. This 
led to many years of blessing under Nick’s ministry. During 
this time, RM was a great help to Nick and the church. Not 
only financially, but with mentoring, advice, encouragement 
and support.

That relationship and support has continued in the 
subsequent 12 years. Back in 2010, Declan Flanagan (then 
Chief Executive) was involved in appointing me, John Witts, 
as pastor here. Since then, we have continued to enjoy 



Charlie & Abby Clayton, 
Missional Listeners, Mevagissey, Cornwall

As winter turns to spring, we have been enjoying warmer 
days and bluer skies. Taking part in community events 
has been a real highlight, as has getting to know more 
local people at the school gate, kids’ parties, down the pub 
and along the harbour. Prayer walking continues to be our 
foundational practice, as is keeping available. Listening to 
God and the community is an ever-deepening experience, 
and we are learning all the time. We’re grateful to have been 
able to buy a house in partnership with Mission Housing, 
and that feels an important step in putting down roots 
here and adding some permanence to our presence. Rural 
Ministries have been a really key part of our journey to 
Mevagissey and have been really helpful in connecting us 
with other pioneers in the south-west. We’re grateful for the 
strategic role they played in our discernment process before 
moving to Mevagissey!

Pinchbeck Baptist Church, 
Pinchbeck, Lincolnshire

PBC has been blessed in having support from Rural 
Ministries through prayer and personal support. The 
life of the church is never static and certainly not plain 
sailing. Being part of the RM family, it is great to hear how 
other churches are doing outreach and mission and this 
broadens horizons and vision.

We are blessed with our new pastor, Sue Saunders, as she 
takes the church family forward. Easter Cafe Church and 
other events are planned, with community involvement 
being key. As a church family, times of worship have 
deepened, and we continue to be amazed at how the word 
given over three years ago “watch me work and see my 
glory” is being revealed. God does not move in ways we 

Fenlands Family Church, 
Thorney, Cambridgeshire

We have been meeting now for 11 years and have been part 
of the Rural Ministries family for most of that time.

Before COVID, we enjoyed occasional visits from members 
of the RM team, who would come to preach on a Sunday. We 
look forward to being able to start these again soon.

For several years, RM has financially supported our mums 
and toddlers’ group, Play ‘n’ Chat. This group meets each 
Wednesday morning at our local amenity, Bedford Hall. Before 
the pandemic struck we would usually get up to 40 children 
each week. When all the restrictions eased, we had to start 
again from scratch but have been really pleased to already 
get 20 children regularly with numbers increasing. As a result 
of Play ‘n’ Chat we have seen a couple of mums coming to our 
Sunday meetings. This has helped with our growth and made 
us optimistic for the future.

RM’s financial help with Play ‘n’ Chat 
has been invaluable, as our aim has 
always been to be a friend to the local 
community and to be church where we 
live, as opposed to making a profit. We 
have had several opportunities lately to 
pray with mums and to tell them about 
what we do.22 23

PARTNER NEWS PARTNER NEWS

being part of the RM family, identifying with other churches, 
individuals and mission initiatives who have a heart for 
mission in rural communities.

We give thanks to God for RM, and pray for God’s leading 
and guiding of them, us, and all in the RM family, as we 
share the gospel with others.

Discovery Church, 
Dunbar, East Lothian

Discovery has now made the transition to being a 24-7 
prayer community, part of the 24-7 prayer movement. Part 
of this process is becoming our own registered charity. The 
six practices of the 24-7 movement (prayer, hospitality, 
justice, creativity, mission and learning) have helped us 
form community rhythms together.

We continue to gather in the beauty of creation on the 
beach, around the fire, walking through the woods and 
around the table or in gardens; times to pray and worship, 
eat and encourage, and learn and grow. In the last couple 
of months, we have also begun a prayer/reflective space 
that is open to coincide with the local Dunbar Foodshare 
initiative and soup kitchen. We hope this will develop into a 
safe space for local folks to pray, chat and reflect.

We continue to work alongside other churches in Dunbar, 
joining up recently for an ‘Earth Hour’ prayer evening and 
a youth film night. There is also an exciting opportunity 
ahead to work collaboratively with other ministries in 
creating a centre for prayer and creativity in East Lothian. 
This is in the very early stages.

Moving forward, we continue to pray for missional 
opportunities and ways to build relationships within the 
community.

Parkview Chapel, Botesdale, Suffolk 

Parkview, as a church, has been a presence in our 
community for over 100 years. Initially as Botesdale 
Gospel Hall and then, since our current building was 
built in the late 1980’s, Parkview Chapel.

We have been part of Rural Ministries for many years 
now. Although I (Kevin Gladwell, the pastor) have to 
confess that, to my shame, when I arrived at Parkview 
I had never heard of either Rural Ministries or their 
previous name. And so early on in my role I wondered 
why Parkview was a part of this organisation. Of course, 
as the years have gone by, I have discovered exactly why.

They have been a great help in many areas; things like 
advice on policies and other important documents. RM 
has been very generous with funding for us. This has 
enabled me to pass on some of the admin work, and I 
am so thankful for that. We even, at one point, inherited 
some new chairs from a member church that, sadly, had 
to close.

But more than those types of things, as a rural church, 
and as one of not any particular denomination, you can 
feel isolated. Being in Rural Ministries makes you feel 
like you are part of something – something that many 
other churches are also part of, making us feel like we 
are part of the same family.

Great times have been had when those churches get 
together at the regular conferences over the years. I have 
met many other church leaders, building relationships 
with them, and learning from their experiences.

Also let’s also not forget the fantastic team RM has 
working for them. So, because of all this I see the role RM 
plays for Parkview, and for churches like ours, as vital. 
We really are blessed to be part of this organisation.
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expect or which may be easily to handle, but He is working 
His purpose out. Please pray that we remain open to the 
Holy Spirit’s leading and maintain the freshness of vision 
that he gives. In spite of the busyness of life, let us always 
keep our focus and attention on God and where He is 
leading.

Albert Road Evangelical, 
Oswestry, Shropshire

I first came across RM around 2008 during a church 
planting course at Bible college and ended up meeting 
then Chief Executive Declan Flannagan at (the very un-
rural) Victoria Station in London to discuss applying for a 
pastorate. RM put Albert Road in touch with me; Rob Webb, 
then operations director, assisted with the interview and I, 
Russell Howes, was appointed as pastor.

RM’s primary impact for us has been at a leadership level. 
A number of us used to attend the national weekend 
conferences in Northampton each October. But the greatest 
benefit to me have been the leadership conferences. These 
helped develop ministry skills and personal growth, plus 
gave opportunities for friendship-building and heart-
to-heart discussions with RM’s pastoral team – hugely 
important for pastors from churches like mine with no 
denominational oversight.

We continue to support RM 
financially and in prayer. They’ve 
been there every step of the 
way with us over the years 
– although rarely in the 
spotlight. So, thank you for 
being there for us, helping 
us grow and transition as a 
church spiritually, structurally 
and missionally.

Duffield Baptist Church, 
Duffield, Derbyshire

Duffield lies in a world heritage site where water power first 
became industrial. The parish church has regularly been 
flooded and this year the drainage on the roads around 
the Baptist church was severely tested. A pool reached the 
height of the door sill and waves came into the entrance 
when people paddled along the opposite pavement. Suffice 
it to say that the soaked carpets were taken away yesterday, 
our insurers are pondering their commitment and we are 
trying to remain fit for purpose!

Looking back at our long connection with Rural Ministries, 
we see that there were times when we found it hard to 
continue, but your regular prayer, constant encouragement 
and practical help enabled the witness to be restored. 
The Lord has called some to glory and age is catching up 
on the remainder, but the Boys and Girls Brigades are an 
encouragement. The village carnival is another opportunity 
to proclaim good news. New houses are being built, opening 
up more opportunities.

Please pray that a new generation of younger people will 
catch the vision; that capable mature believers will feel 
a call to active membership; and that mutual loving 
encouragement will guide our steps. Thank you!24

Monthly Prayer Diary  
The Rural Ministries network extends 
across the whole of the UK and includes 
both churches and mission initiatives. 

In addition, Rural Ministries works closely with a 
number of complementary organisations to the mutual 
benefit of our networks. These strategic alliances allow 
us to offer more resource and skills to our network than 
we could otherwise do on our own. To find out more, see:

www.ruralministries.org.uk/strategic-alliances

Northern England

West of England

East Midlands

South West England

Southern England

East of England

Wales

Scotland

Northern Ireland

UK-wide
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Beacon Church
Heptonstall Social and Bowling Club, 
Acre Lane, Hebden Bridge, West Yorks

Knighton Baptist Church
Russell Street, Knighton 
Powys

Dales Faith Community
Bedale 
North Yorkshire
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Prince Andrews Chapel
Prince Andrews Close, Aldborough 
Norfolk

Alnwick Baptist Church
Lisburn Street, Alnwick 
Northumbria
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Pinchbeck Baptist Church
Knight Street, Pinchbeck 
Lincolnshire

Plumbland Evangelical Church
Plumbland 
Cumbria

Discovery Church
Various locations in and around 
Dunbar, East Lothian

Durrington Community Church
High Street, Durrington 
Wiltshire

Broadgrace Church
The River Rooms, Church Street, 
Coltishall, Norfolk

22

17

12

The Point
Hexham Priory School, Corbridge Rd, 
Hexham, Northumberland

Sam & Suzie Abramian (MLs)
Hunstanton 
Norfolk

40

Duns and District Parishes
Market Square, Duns and other 
locations, Scottish Borders

Gosberton Baptist Church
Spalding Road, Gosberton 
Lincolnshire

Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich
Various locations 
Suffolk

Kilmuir and Stenscholl churches
Kilmuir and Stenscholl 
Isle of Skye 

James & Ruth Neve
Chapel en le Frith 
Derbyshire

DAY

7
DAY

3

DAY

2

DAY

5

DAY

4
DAY

8

DAY

6

23

Gateways
Various locations in Hutton, Fishwick 
and Paxton, Scottish Borders

New Wave Missional Community
Meeting in members’ homes, 
Perranporth, Cornwall

DAY

1

27 FOLLOW THE PAGE NUMBER INDICATED TO READ THAT 
PARTNER’S LATEST NEWS

40
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Soul Café
North Road, Dibden Purlieu 
Hampshire

Duffield Baptist Church
Makerney Rd, Duffield 
Derbyshire
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The Chapel Fellowship
Meeting in members’ homes 
Buckinghamshire

Kircubbin Community Church
Main Street, Kircubbin 
County Down

41

43

DAY

11

DAY

16

24

Great Moulton Evangelical Chapel
High Green, Great Moulton 
Norfolk

Mount Pleasant
High Street, Grovesend 
Swansea

Helmshore Christian Fellowship
St Peter’s Community Centre, 
Hall Street, Haslingden, Lancashire

39

DAY

15
Wellington & District Parishes
14 churches around Wellington and 
in Somerset

Fenlands Church
Main Road, Tydd Gote 
Lincolnshire

Joy Dimond (ML)
Stow on the Wold 
Gloucestershire

39

Epping Green Chapel
Epping Green 
Essex

Cromhall Chapel
Bristol Road, Cromhall 
Gloucestershire

16

DAY

13

DAY

14
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Millom Baptist Church
Crown Street, Millom 
Cumbria

Wychwood Baptist Church
High Street, Milton under Wychwood 
Oxfordshire

Charlie & Abby Clayton (MLs)
Mevagissey 
Cornwall

17

23

The Wave House
East Street, Newquay 
Cornwall

Nidderdale Community Church
Darley Community Primary School, 
Darley, North Yorkshire

DAY

10

DAY

9

 

Light & Life St Austell
Brunell Business Park, St Austell 
Cornwall

Stratford St Mary Chapel
Upper Street, Stratford St Mary 
Suffolk

DAY

12

21 42

14

13
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Clare Baptist Church
High Street, Clare 
Suffolk

Mount Zion Church
Burnley Road, Cliviger 
Lancashire

Bardney Community
Station Road, Bardney 
Lincolnshire

Bawtry Community Church
New Hall, High Street, Bawtry 
South Yorkshire

42

Christian Surfers
UK-wide

Vale Church
Town Hall, Cowbridge 
Swansea

DAY

23

DAY

18
DAY

24

Lavendon Baptist Church
High Street, Lavendon 
Buckinghamshire

Barney & Sara Barron (MLs)
Looe 
Cornwall

43

Anstey Chapel
Hare Street, Anstey, Nr Buntingford 
Hertfordshire

St Andrews Community Church
Market Street, Craven Arms 
Shropshire 

Village Church
Oldmeldrum 
Aberdeenshire

DAY

19

DAY

20

13

Bootle Evangelical Church
Chapel Lane, Bootle 
Cumbria

Parkview Chapel
The Street, Botesdale 
Suffolk

RENEW Church
Bottisham Primary School, Bottisham 
Cambridgeshire

22

DAY

17
ReBorne
Two locations around Sherborne 
Dorset

Stow on the Wold Baptist Church
Sheep Street, Stow on the Wold 
Gloucestershire

12

Bethel Chapel
Cross Haw Lane, Clapham 
North Yorkshire

Ben & Ez Lucas (MLs)
Charlton Down 
Dorset

Chipping Norton Baptist Church
New Street, Chipping Norton 
Oxfordshire

DAY

22

DAY

21

13

21 41
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Fenlands Family Church
Duke of Bedford School, Thorney 
Cambridgeshire

CUR:ve
Upper Rissington 
Gloucestershire

Witnesham Baptist Church
Upper Street, Witnesham 
Suffolk

Rural Ministries
We welcome your prayers for our staff team:

• CEO: Rev Simon Mattholie 
• Pastoral Support Director North: Alistair Birkett 
• Pastoral Support Director South: Rev Alison Griffiths 
• Administrator: Nick Jones 
...and our Trust Board
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Oasis Church
Margaret Street, Beaumaris 
Anglesey

Bishopstoke Evangelical Church
Stoke Park Road, Bishopstoke 
Hampshire

14

23

Sue Christie (ML)
Nocton 
Lincolnshire

Albert Rd Evangelical Church
Albert Road, Oswestry 
Shropshire

24

Forest Community Church
Paragate Road, Cinderford 
Gloucestershire

Capel St Mary Methodist Church
The Street, Capel St Mary 
Suffolk

14

Brian & Mo Leitch (MLs)
Malmesbury 
Wiltshire

EFC Christian Fellowship
Old Trusthorpe Road, Sutton on Sea 
Lincolnshire

Sycamore Chapel
Sycamore Rd, Tewkesbury 
Gloucestershire

21Sutton St James Baptist Church
Chapel Gate, Sutton St James 
Lincolnshire

The Meeting Place
North Street, Westbourne 
West Sussex

22

Pinchbeck Baptist Church
Knight Street, Pinchbeck 
Lincolnshire

Abbeydore Deanery
Various locations 
Herefordshire

Plymtree URC
Norman’s Green, Plymtree 
Devon

Bont Elim Community Church
Alltiago Road, Pontarddulais 
Swansea 

Jonathan & Rachel Oatridge
Messingham 
Lincolnshire

39

DAY

25

DAY

28

DAY

27

DAY

26

DAY

30

DAY

31

DAY

29

42

23

40
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This year, Pentecost is celebrated around the world on 
Sunday 5 June. We bring you some creative ideas from our 
friends at Engage Worship that you can easily adapt and 
use to help celebrate Pentecost in your church or home.

The story of the birth of the Christian church in Acts 2 is so 
dramatic and exciting that it lends itself to creative ideas. 
One thing that struck me recently when reading through the 
passage again is the language theme.

As the first-generation Christians are filled with the Holy 
Spirit and begin to speak in tongues, there’s this amazing 
mash-up of worship and evangelism taking place. It says in 
Acts 2:11 that all these visitors to Jerusalem (15 nationalities 
are listed!), not only hear their languages spoken, but 
hear God’s wonders being declared! So as the early church 
praises God, crowds of foreigners hear about what God has 
done and they come to faith.

Of course, since that first Pentecost, the gospel has spread 
to many other nations and people of different languages. We 
also have the hope stated in Philippians 2 that every tongue 
will declare that Jesus is Lord. Using different languages 
in worship is therefore an expression of our unity in the 
Church as well as an affirmation of our future hope.

Now for some ways you could use different languages this 
Pentecost:

Pentecost ideas
The best option
Find out who is in your church! Even in the most 
homogenous church there will be people who are from 
other countries or are fluent in a foreign language, and 
many churches are blessed with a multi-cultural make-
up without ever celebrating it. If you have people of other 
tongues in your congregation, you could:

• Ask a few different people to read Acts 2 in their language, 
or...

• If you have a reading of Acts 2, when you get to verse 11, 
ask as many people you can to stand up where they are in 
the congregation and declare God’s wonders in their own 
language.

• Ask people from different cultural backgrounds to teach 
some of their heart-songs to the musicians in your 
church; perhaps you could plan a whole service without 
any music originating in the UK or US?

The second-best option
If you don’t think you have many other tongues represented 
in your church, you can do your own research about 
languages. Here are some further ideas:

If you use a screen during a reading of Acts 2, you could find 
the text in other languages and put it up next to the English 
versions.

Ask a few readers to practise the pronunciations of other 
languages and ask them to shout out ‘Jesus is Lord’ in 
many different languages, either in a pause during the 
reading or during some other point of the worship (see 
below for my own list collected from all my exotic Facebook 
friends!).

Find audio clips of other languages and ask someone with 
technical skills to mix them all together to give you an idea 
of what the first Pentecost must have sounded like. (If you 
don’t know anyone with technical skills, why not approach 
your local school and ask if one of their students might be 
able to help as a project?)

Here is a list of ‘Jesus is Lord’ in many languages (the 
approximate phonetic pronunciations are in brackets where 
available):

Albanian Jezusi është Zot  
Spanish Jesús es el Señor (hezOOs es el senyOR) 
French Jésus est le Seigneur  
Turkish sa Mesih Rab’dir (ee-saa messy raab dear) 
German Jesus ist der Herr German (yeazus-ist-der-hair) 
Afrikaans Jesus is die Here (yesus-us -dee-heera) 
Indonesian Yesus adalah Tuhan (Yay-zuz ah-da-lah Too-hun) 
Batak Toba Jesus do Tuhan (Jay-zuz doh Too-hun) 
Portuguese Jesus é o Senhor (Yesus e o Senyor) 
Hebrew Yeshua huh ha Mashiach  
Italian Gesú é il Signore  
Malayalam Yesu karthavannuh  
Tamil (Yesuve karththar) 
Arabic (yessua howa el rab) 
Tagalog Panginoon si Jesus (Pang-e-no-on si he-sus) 
Romanian Isus este Domn (Isus yeste Dom) 
Bosnian Isus je nas Gospod (isos ye nash gospod) 
Bulgarian (Isus ye Gospod) 
Swedish Jesus är Herre (Yesus er herre)
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Eddie Vass was the General Secretary of Rural 
Ministries from 1990 to 2005 and now lives 
just outside Ipswich. Still very active 
in ministry, I caught up with Eddie to 
learn more about his time with RM. 

Eddie, how and when did you first 
get involved in Rural Ministries?

It was late 1990. I lived in North Wales, 
having been a Christian conference 
centre director. When that ended, I was 
travelling from North Wales all over the 
country, Europe and America ministering. 
One day I got a phone call from a pastor in Ely 
in Cambridgeshire saying Rural Ministries, who I’d 
never heard of, needed a General Secretary, and he thought I 
would be ideal for the job.

What was Rural Ministries like when you joined?

RM had an East Anglia focus initially; it was where Pastor 
Goddard had lived. The focus had become one of maintaining 
buildings; most of the trustees were in the building trade, and 
our meetings were mainly about gutters, cesspits and rotten 
windows. I was keen to understand what was happening inside 
the church and what were we doing there. During the first five 
years I didn’t hear of one conversion in any churches. After 
that, someone was converted almost every week because we 
had changed from maintaining the outside to focusing on the 
inside. I inherited 63 buildings, including a retirement complex 

in Oxford. I sold it and put a massive lump of money 
in the bank. In those days, interest rates were in 

double figures, which meant with the interest 
on that money, we could put two people 

into pastorate each year and sustain the 
work. So, in a sense, it was taking what 
Pastor Goddard had given but using it 
differently to fund the work as needed.

It worked very well. We would pump prime 
a person in a new fellowship for three 

years and then evaluate whether they were 
self-sustaining at the end of that time. 

The other thing was where we were trustees 
of all these properties and buildings; I wanted 

to hand those to the local people. It became their 
responsibility if the guttering on the church leaked rather  
than ours. That changed our whole focus. 

We stopped looking at the building and instead began to look 
at the communities around them. For example, Beryl Lawson 
(daughter of Pastor Goddard) and her husband Graham came to 
live in an area on the Welsh borders, and they started a house 
group there. That house group grew with people going off to 
churches elsewhere, mainly Ludlow. This house group got in 
touch with us and said, couldn’t we have a local church based on 
these people? And that was the beginning of the work at Craven 
Arms. Rather than having a building, it was the first time Rural 
Ministers had gone into a local community centre. It was brand 
new. We were the first people in there, and we occupied it, and it 

Keeping church relevant
An interview with former RM General Secretary Eddie Vass
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was part of the community. This, in a sense, started a whole new 
direction for Rural Ministries, looking not at a building we were 
inheriting but at a community and how we might be part of that 
community.

What did you find the most rewarding part of working with 
rural churches?

To help them create and then sustain spiritual life in a village. 
When I served as pastor of the church in North Cambridgeshire, 
I didn’t see anybody come to faith for the first two years. After 
that, people were coming to faith almost monthly and, after a 
while, they were the ones doing the evangelism. When you see 
that happen and how it transformed the area around for a long 
time, you know the true value and benefit of that work.

What is and will change in the rural context looking 
forward? What advice would you be giving us?

I think people’s work patterns are changing. COVID’s done that, 
and I think people are more ‘community centred.’ People have 
been moving out of towns and cities because they no longer 
need to commute; they can work from home just as easily and 
have instead embedded themselves in the countryside. We need 
to reach these people, and we can only do this if we change. 
Let me give you an example. One of the first churches I went to 
when I first joined was in Essex. I won’t tell you the name, but I 
sold it. Anyway, the person there said, “This is our church; lovely, 
isn’t it? If John Wesley came, he’d feel absolutely at home.” 

This person thought that was wonderful, but I believed that the 
guy who lived just down the road, who commuted into the city, 
didn’t want to go into a church where Wesley would feel at home 
because nothing has changed in centuries. We’ve got to create 
an environment that people in this age still think is relevant to 
them. And lots of the things we do, such as church membership, 
and our worship, are just not relevant or alive to them. I believe 
people are interested in faith, but not in the church as it is 
structured. 

One of the biggest denominations in the country are evangelicals 
who no longer go to church simply because the set-up hasn’t 
moved. It’s not relevant, nor addressing their needs, and we’ve 
got to do that somehow. Rural churches are less likely to be up to 
date; they’re more likely to be traditional and behind the times, 
and I’m happy to accommodate some of that. But it comes to 
a point where you have to say, look, we want to have a relevant 
faith. It’s got to be authentic to people living in today’s real world 
and meeting real needs.

How often have you heard the expression, trying to get people 
into church? It is as if this is the be-all and end-all; the goal is 
not to get people into church. The end goal is to get people into 
the kingdom of God. 

Eddie, I appreciate your time. We pray that God will 
continue to bless your ongoing ministry.

Simon Mattholie

“How often have you heard the expression, trying to get people 
into church? It is as if this is the be-all and end-all; the goal is 

not to get people into church. The end goal is to get people 
into the kingdom of God.”

Joy Dimond, Missional Listener, 
Stow, Gloucestershire

I would like to say how grateful I am for the support Rural 
Ministries provides for missional listening in Stow on the 
Wold.

The practical support provides the freedom and time to 
listen, pray, to be curious, to discern, join in, and be a guest 
in my community.

I have been able to facilitate the start-up of a local 
foodbank; been able to say ‘yes’ to volunteering in the local 
school as governor and coach; ‘yes’ to joining in with social 
groups, working with other faith groups, the community 
café, and community events. 

The networking with other missional listeners through 
Rural Ministries provides opportunities to share stories and 
ideas, encouragements, and discuss the opportunities and 
challenges of living missionally in a rural area.

I am so grateful for the spiritual support provided by the 
staff team and trustees through missional listener days, 
conferences and weekly reflections. The regular contact, 
gathering and written material supports, focuses and 
encourages me in my role operating outside the inherited 
form of Church.

Great Moulton Evangelical Chapel, 
Great Moulton, Norfolk

This issue, looking back and forward, is very timely for 
us as we were recently very pleased to welcome John and 
Frances Langlands to preach once more at our chapel. As a 
young man, fresh from Bible college and living in the East 
End of London, John was looking for his first ministry post. 
It was then, in 1979, that John spotted an advertisement 
for a pastor’s role in rural Norfolk, a Datchet Evangelical 
Fellowship Chapel.

John was successful in his application and so embarked 
on his career in the church. With his wife Frances, John 
stayed for a little over 10 years, building up the congregation 
and both being very involved with the local primary school 
teaching football and music. It was John’s vision to build 
the new chapel which opened in 1991 replacing the old ‘tin 
tabernacle’.

It was a delight to see them again and share memories 
going back over 40 years. We know they enjoyed their visit, 
seeing old friends again and being reassured that ‘their’ 
chapel is still preaching the gospel.

We are looking forward to hosting another previous pastor 
shortly when Steve and Yvonne Foley will be visiting us. 

The Oatridge family, Missional Enablers, 
Messingham, Lincolnshire

Our journey with RM started in January 2021 when we were 
feeling called to enable mission beyond our own village. 
From the outset, representatives of RM have affirmed our 
calling and have challenged and encouraged us during a 
year of transition and change. RM’s support as a permission 
giver and its belief in not being results driven or task 
orientated enables us to have time/space to think and 
reflect about what God is doing and what he is leading 
us to. This in turn equips us to step into the unknown 
courageously. RM’s ecumenical nature enables us to keep 
a broader perspective and its partnership with us backs 
our venture with credibility. Their financial support has 
enabled Rachel to resign from her NHS job to invest more 
time into mission enabling and in our coaching business 
which helps to finance our mission enabling roles. We are 
so grateful to God for RM and for all their support.

Keep up the good work.

PARTNER NEWS
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Diocese of St Edmunsbury & Ipswich

Archdeacon Sally Gaze writes: When, as a parish priest, 
I first came across Rural Ministries, it was such an 
encouragement to find others had sensed a call to 
rural church planting. Before long, they were helping 
the multidenominational fresh expressions movement 
nationally to reimagine what it means to be Church in the 
countryside. In the Tas Valley in Norfolk I had the joy of 
creating and developing a rural evangelist role leading to 
wonderful fruit in school, care home, parent and toddler 
group and local church. Learning from this has been 
important in my new role, leading a church-planting project 
called ‘Growing in God in the Countryside’ with small groups 
across rural Suffolk. Rural Ministries not only funded the 
initial stages of this work, but CEO Simon Mattholie helped 
us to listen to what is God is doing on the ground. It has 
been just a joy to see people coming to faith besides the 
work of God’s transforming love in many communities 
through food banks, community cafés, fun with young 
people, financial advice work, agricultural chaplaincy 
and much more. Thank you, Rural Ministries. May you 
long continue to listen attentively and bless our rural 
communities.

Sam & Suzie Abramian, 
Missional Listeners, Hunstanton, Norfolk

We connected with Rural Ministries five years ago when Sam 
was minister of a church in rural north-west Norfolk. From 
the beginning, we both felt we were connecting with others 
who were on a similar journey to us, with many further down 
the road, who had wisdom to share and language to express 
what we felt but couldn’t fully articulate. A pivotal moment 
for us came when we attended the RM Leaders Conference 
in 2019. There we connected with likeminded individuals 
and came away inspired and encouraged. A year later, we 

stepped out into the unknown with part funding from RM for 
us to explore missional listening outside of an established 
church. Without their financial support and regular input 
and advice, we’re simply not sure we would be where we 
are today! We thank God for all RM does and pray for His 
blessing over all there is still to come. 

Abbeydore Deanery, Herefordshire

Where to begin when reflecting on the impact the support 
Rural Ministries has given to us here in this corner of rural 
Herefordshire?  Before RM enabled the creation of the brand-
new role of Deanery Mission Coordinator (DMC), the Deanery 
functioned as five separate groups. Now, the enabling and 
co-ordinating functions of the DMC means that the groups 
work together in ‘clusters’, groups of parishes committed 
to mission and ministry. The rural pioneer priests work 
across the Deanery, overseeing the parishes and developing 
specific mission projects which they couldn’t do without 
this deanery level administrative support.

Some of these mission projects are already flourishing, for 
example our Grow Strong youth group is now developing 
its own leaders. Others are continuing to take root, look out 
for an opportunity to come here to follow the Golden Valley 
Pilgrim Way, staying overnight in some of our churches. 
Still more are weaving together, Stay and Play groups lead 
to baptisms, our current Enabling Worship courses bring 
together people from right across the Deanery to learn, 
collaborate and go out and tell! Continuing weekly Zoom 
sessions for Compline and Evening Prayer allow worship 
opportunities for those for whom travelling or time is 
difficult. 

Working together, sharing experience and expertise, gifts 
and talents, allows us to be far more joyful and effective 
in our approach than we were when working in isolation in 
individual parishes – and we still have more seeds to sow!

The Chapel Fellowship, 
Pitstone, Bedfordshire 

Ivinghoe and Pitstone Chapel Fellowship has been 
associated with Rural Ministries for more years than most 
of us care to remember. Initially received for ‘who we were’ 
and our ethos accepted for what it was, we have since been 
gently guided in our thinking, most recently by Simon 
and the team, and shown new boxes which we’ve been 
encouraged to think outside of. When we have asked for 
help and advice it has always been graciously offered in a 
timely way, but never pressed.

Rural Ministries has guided us on a number of occasions 
with ‘personnel’ matters. We have, for example, received 
help engaging pastors – framing advertisements, carrying 
out interviews, etc. This produced one of our most effective 
pastoral ‘teams’ of recent years.

In the past, when we were less financially stable, RM was 
gracious enough to judge it appropriate to make occasional 
ad hoc grants, for which we remain ever grateful.

Our pastors and leaders have also enjoyed RM conferences, 
not only because of the teaching and the discussion 
opportunities in seminars, but also for the opportunities 
they provide to interact with those from other churches 
and to ‘put faces to names’. More recently, there were the 
opportunities to ‘Zoom’ during lockdown and we also very 
much appreciate the RM weekly reflections from Simon and 
team, which pop into our inboxes each Sunday morning.

So, a resounding ‘well done, RM’ for 60 years of service and 
our heartfelt good wishes for the future.

Lavendon Baptist Church, 
Lavendon, Buckinghamshire

Firstly, our congratulations to Rural Ministries for 
reaching a significant milestone and a heartfelt thank 
you for the support and encouragement you have been to 
us over the years.

Until relatively recently, Lavendon Baptist was an 
independent church and, like pretty much any other rural 
church, has had its ups and downs. Being part of the 
Rural Ministries network, however, has been one of the 
things that has kept us going over the last decade or two 
and meant the doors are still open and we’re growing.

There have been key moments in our journey where 
without Rural Ministries we wouldn’t be where we are 
today. Through several pastoral vacancies, the wisdom, 
advice and support kept us going, and also provided 
essential financial support. More recently, and just 
before the first lockdown, we were looking at who we are 
as church and discerning the way forward and again 
turned to Rural Ministries who facilitated an away day 
for us that laid key foundations for dealing with the 
lockdowns and coming out stronger.

The events, the conferences, the magazine are all part 
of the rhythms of our church life; we’re encouraged by 
how God is working with us as 
a church and leading us 
forward, and over the years 
Rural Ministries have 
played a role in helping 
us hear God’s voice and 
leading.

We look forward to the 
next 60 years and the 
adventure we will be on.
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Stratford St Mary Chapel, 
Stratford St Mary, Essex

Around 25 years ago, I applied to become the pastor of 
Stratford St Mary Chapel, writes Phil Wyncoll. Little did I 
know at the time that the RM Council were considering 
closing the chapel, given that the pastoral vacancy 
had been outstanding for several months, the regular 
congregation amounted to just six people and the chapel 
and the freehold properties it owned could have been sold 
for a considerable sum and the money used in support of 
more optimistic ventures.

So, given all the circumstances, it was a brave decision by 
RM to retain the chapel, and employ me to be part-time 
pastor for several years thereafter.

I firmly believe that RM decision has been vindicated. 
Like many churches, we have from time-to-time suffered 
setbacks, but there have been many more ups than downs 
and we currently enjoy a settled congregation of around 60, 
importantly of all ages, two teaching groups for young people 
on Sunday mornings plus a creche. During the week we have 
a number of activities, which include several house groups, 
thriving youth and children’s clubs, and a coffee morning. 

While God has been good to us as a church, I am frequently 
reminded that, without the initial help and assistance of RM, 
the chapel and the work that goes on here would not exist.

Bawtry Community Church, 
Bawtry, South Yorkshire

We have been involved with, and benefitted with support 
from, Rural Ministries since the mid 1990’s. Initially this was 
through Eddie Vass who had a ‘bond’ with one of our leaders, 
Ivor Greer, having both run Christian conference centres. 
They spoke the same language and we really appreciated 

Barney & Sara Barron, Missional Listeners, 
Looe, Cornwall

A couple considering a call to pioneering recently said to 
me, do we choose freedom or security? Sara and I have 
always tried to live life with the freedom to follow where 
and what God calls us to. Four years ago, we had become 
settled in many ways and, for the first time in our lives, 
we both had a secure income. Then we felt God calling us 
to Cornwall, with no jobs and no idea of what we were to 
do. The call was to go and listen to the community and be 
attentive to the Spirit. As we made that step of faith, Rural 
Ministries stepped in faith with us providing support, 
encouragement and finance.

Of course, supporting missional listeners doesn’t make 
sound business sense. RM are unlikely to get great financial 
payback for their investment. However, we are all trying to 
be faithful to the call of God and that demands us to take 
risks. Almost four years on, we are well established in our 
new community of Looe, running youth and community 
work, access to food and a community that’s looking 
something like church. We couldn’t have foreseen what God 
would do and neither could RM. I guess that’s the point: 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1

Kircubbin Community Church, 
Kircubbin, County Down

Over 15 years ago in a small village on the Ards Peninsula 
in Northern Ireland, Kircubbin Community Church was 
born. Almost from the very beginning, Rural Ministries has 
been by our side, helping us grow and supporting us as 
we learned to stand and walk in a hard environment. Their 
generous financial support in those early years enabled us 
to employ our first church worker, Derek Reid, who was then 
able to concentrate on establishing and connecting our 
church with our community. 

At that time particularly, but also since, Rural Ministries 
conferences have provided an incredible source of teaching, 
encouragement and inspiration which have been so 
valuable to our leadership team. We have also really valued 
the workers from Rural Ministries who have made the long 
trip to Northern Ireland to connect with us and bring timely 
prophetic messages from God’s word.

We would like to congratulate RM on reaching 60 years 
and express our heartfelt gratitude for your support and 
for helping us understand the significance of ‘rural’ in our 
church.

the support and advice that Eddie gave both to Ivor 
personally and to the church. We then benefitted from the 
wisdom and experience of Declan Flanigan who was able 
to visit Bawtry and meet with members and the leadership 
team to provide objective advice when we were considering 
appointing a new pastor. Simon has also been to visit and 
spent time on an ‘Away Day’ with the leadership team as we 
reviewed our strategy for future development.

We are very glad to be members of the Rural Ministries 
family. Thank you and we thank God for your 60 years.

Bont Elim Community Church, 
Pontarddulais, Swansea

This picture is from 1936, 
when Beulah, as we were 
known then, became an 
Elim church.

I have one more for you 
below. It blew me away so 
it’s worth sharing. The local 
primary got in a local artist 
called Rhys Jones. They have just under 500 pupils. 
As they went from class to class to ask what the Bont 
means to them, so many mentioned me, Jason Beynon, 
in my wig as the lollipop man (my other job!), and our 
fellowship home.

The connection to the Rural Ministries anniversary that I 
have is in the month of April. I’ve been married 30 years, 
pastoring this beautiful fellowship 15 years and we have 
been in our miracle building for 10 years.

Whereas we look forward 
with excitement, we 
thank God for the 
heritage He is able to 
build on, through us, 
from the former seasons. 
We also thank God for 
the future chapter of RM 
with us, but we are also 
quick to acknowledge 
the way the Lord has 
used RM to bless us on 
so many levels. Thank 
you so much.
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In Luke 5 we read how Jesus invites some seasoned 

fishermen to do something out of the ordinary; to go 

beyond what they were used to and where they were 

used to doing it. They were encouraged to ‘push out into 

the deep’ and place their full reliance on Him. 

Applying this metaphor to those called to pioneer and 

pastor in the rural context, we believe God is calling us 

to continue the conversation, pushing out even deeper. 

In facilitated discussions, prayer and through sharing of 

stories, come and learn what is working locally as well 

as regionally, and how we might support, resource, and 

encourage you where you are, and how you can link with 

other like-minded people.

Each day begins at 10am and will run through to 4pm, 

including space to pray, feedback what the Holy Spirit is 

saying, and together identify next steps. 

PUSH OUT EVEN DEEPER

Dates and venues: 
Monday 23rd May 
Scargill House, 

North Yorkshire 

Friday 10th June 
Launde Abbey, 

Leicestershire

Thursday 22nd September 
Ashburnham Place, 

Sussex

Thursday 20th October
Lee Abbey, 

Devon   

Rural 
Mission 
Hubs

Tickets are £10 per person, which includes all food and refreshments throughout the day and can 
be ordered through the events link on our home page at www.ruralministries.org.uk/deeper. 
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How village churches thrive

In June, a new book will be released by Church House 
Publishing, called ‘How village churches thrive: a practical 
guide.’ The book is a collection of ideas and practices, 
drawn together by the Bishop of Exeter, that have helped 
rural churches. Simon met with Bishop Robert over Zoom 
to ask him a little more about the inspiration behind the 
book, as well as his personal thoughts on the future of the 
rural church. 

The background to this book is partly to do with my 
responsibilities within the Bishops of the Church of 
England; I’m what’s called the ‘lead bishop for rural.’ Exeter 
diocese is a substantial rural diocese with 604 parishes. 
From a Church of England perspective, the dominant 
images of growth and churches thriving are all these great 
big urban churches, and they are fantastic. The last thing 
I want to do is to detract from any success in these, but at 
the same time, what we shouldn’t be doing is undermining 
the rural. Often rural is being put negatively as if the rural 
church is a great millstone around the neck of its go ahead, 
urban cousins. Unfortunately, the unintended consequence 
is that those in small rural churches feel like failures. Sadly, 
the way that some people in leadership talk encourages 
a line of thought which suggests that the best thing we 
should do with the rural church is to close them so that we 
can instead invest more in big urban centres. By doing so 
we miss some of the great things that happen in our small 
rural parishes.

Along with many other denominations, the Church of 
England cannot sustain the number of full-time ministers 
that we were used to perhaps 20-30 years ago. This creates 
stress and strains; however, the plus side is that many 
laypeople have stepped up to the mark. Regrettably, they 
can sometimes feel overwhelmed, under-resourced or 
simply lacking in confidence. So, this book is aimed at the 
layperson and how they can help a rural church thrive.

Rural churches can at times feel overwhelmed; they 
mistakenly think that they’ve got to do everything that 
other churches do. Encouraging them to focus instead on 
one or two things that will make a difference is a critical 
lesson. For the last 25 years I’ve tried to get village churches 
to cooperate. When we do so we might discover that the 
church in the next village is good with young people. If that 
is the case, let’s celebrate it, invest in it, and support it 
rather than attempting to begin our own version. It is a way 
of building a critical mass, but more than this, it’s relieving 
a single church from the guilt of not being able to cover 
every area. Encouraging collaboration is vital for the rural 
church.

When it comes to ministry, what is important is 
relationship, relationship, relationship. Change goes at 
the pace of trust, and how do you build trust? You build 
trust through relationships. I’m impervious to parodies of 
the rural church being stuck in the mud and resisting; of 
course, there are some resistant places. Nevertheless, if we 
look at the farming industry, I’m inspired at how flexible 
and agile it is; UK farming is very entrepreneurial. It knows 
that if it wants to thrive, it must respond to the market 

An interview with Robert Atwell, the Bishop of Exeter
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‘Forget the former things;
Do not dwell in the past.

See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?

I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wastelands.’ 

Isaiah 43:18 - 19

Embracing 
the creative

and the changing times. Likewise, the rural churches 
which are thriving are the ones that have the confidence to 
experiment and flex themselves and they have done that by 
investing in relationships. 

We need to view our buildings differently, not as a problem 
but rather as opportunities. When we look at rural England, 
many public buildings have gone; whether it’s the village 
school, the pub, the post office, the village shop – they’ve 
gone. Often, it’s just the chapel or church that’s left; 
therefore, if we don’t use them, we’ll lose them, but let’s 
think outside the box. Let’s be imaginative about our 
buildings.

The rural church is good at celebrating and marking life 
events. It is still the place where funerals and christenings 
take place. It is often the place where couples want to 
get married. These things have come under threat or 
disappeared entirely in some urban areas. There has been 
an explosion of civil celebrants, and it is now almost 
normative in many urban areas if you look at funerals. But 
that’s not the case in rural areas and I think that, by and 
large, the rural church understands the significance of life 
events and marking these times. It’s not all about having 
the latest interpretation of these events or something 
flashy or ultra-modern. Instead, it is being truly authentic. 
I’ve seen some beautiful times where funerals have been 
marked in an authentic, simple way, and you are left with 
the impression that this church pastorally cares.

Perhaps the rural church needs to stop apologising. One 
of my clergy team was lamenting her experience travelling 
around rural churches. “When you get there”, she said, “the 
language invariably begins negatively. The person at the door 
begins by saying, ‘I’m terribly sorry. We haven’t got many people 
here today because so-and-so’s got COVID or it’s half term’ or ‘I’m 
terribly sorry the organist isn’t here, so we’ve got to do with this 

track, and I’m afraid the computer tends not to work very well.’ We 
seem to begin with these endless apologies.” 

Perhaps we should challenge this negative language, stop 
apologising and begin to recognise the importance of 
authenticity.

The rural church has much it can teach the urban church. 
I always think of Oscar Romero, who said that the poor are 
the church’s teachers. I believe that the Lord speaks to us 
in surprising ways. I would like to think and hope and pray 
that the rural church will have things to teach its urban 
and suburban cousins. Lessons about authenticity, the 
nature of Christian community, and sheer faithfulness are 
just a few that spring to mind. Being rooted has become 
much more significant in this pick-n-mix culture that we 
inhabit. I think roots are something that a rural population 
understands. Being rooted in Christ is something that I 
hope we can all honour and celebrate. 

There is such huge creativity in rural churches; let’s 
celebrate it and see the rural church continue to flourish.

Hugh Dennis, the comedian and writer, remarks in the 
foreword to the book, “I think many rural churches are rather 
like spring bulbs, ready for the right conditions to release all the 
potential they hold, and to thrive.” 

Receive a FREE copy!
How village churches thrive: a practical guide is available 
from Church House Publishing in June. We are giving 
away ten free copies. To obtain a copy, send us an email 
telling us in 60 words what you are currently doing in 
the rural context which is thriving. 
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I’ve always loved this passage from Isaiah. It’s got a 
meaning specific for its context, but to me it also acts as a 
great description of how artists are bringing new meaning 
and life to faith through art, poetry, music, dance, forms of 
visual media...

Do you not see it?  Bubbling up, bursting forth, creating paths 
where there haven’t been any, bringing life to the badlands...

This is what it’s like when we give creative people room 
to breathe in our churches – things happen!  They see 
the unexpected in the text, they make the link between 
concepts and application, they engage people at a different 
level and the very best of these creatives put their gifts to 
the service of others. By enabling people to discover new 
angles to familiar concepts, they often surprise themselves 
in the process. 

I was brought up in evangelical non-conformist churches 
that placed a high value on words, so drama, songs and 
poetry in worship were encouraged but other forms of 
artistic expression were not. I was well into adulthood when 
I began to explore the visual arts that were so important in 
the past and began to discover contemporary artists who 
are continuing to draw on this rich tradition, adding their 
own perspectives and creating new genres. 

Churches have often been wary of creative types, yet think 
of some of the great composers such as Bach, Handel, 
Mozart and Beethoven – their faith was integral to their 
composing. In fact, in the past, if you wanted to hear great 
music or see great art then you’d go to church. My favourite 
ancient building at the National Museum of Welsh Life at 
St Fagan’s near Cardiff is St Teilo’s, a late medieval church 
complete with large brightly coloured pictures on all the 
walls depicting key elements of gospel stories. Think 
of Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel, Gaudi with his 
architectural masterpiece La Sagrada Familia or the little 
churches in any number of villages across the UK in which 
unnamed craftsmen have left beautiful evidences of their 

faith in a myriad of ways.

When we begin to incorporate art into worship, however 
that takes place, we aren’t doing anything new, we are just 
reclaiming our heritage and rediscovering for ourselves how 
God reveals Himself through more than words and even 
music. He engages all our senses given the opportunity but 
sometimes it takes real effort to make space for created 
beauty. 

‘Creativity does not exist in isolation. It needs a nurturing 
environment in which to flourish...There would be no Sistine 
Chapel ceiling if it had not been for the dogged persistence of 
Pope Julius II,’ writes Will Gompertz1. 

Our role as leaders is to make space for all types of 
artists to create; our role as worshippers is to be open to 
experiences that engage senses we haven’t often used. And 
all of us must be able to encourage and nurture artists who 
are great experimenters but also often fragile. You have to 
have sufficient self belief that your work is good enough to 
share but enough humility to listen to objective comments 
in order to perfect your work. So reading your latest 
poem, unveiling your new painting, playing your recent 
composition or introducing your latest liturgy is often an 
act of great courage. Many creatives live with a constant 
risk of failure as they know how easy it is to miss their mark 
and fail to engage people in the way they intend to. 

But we have so much to learn from them; creatives who 
feel they’ve failed will rarely try to do the same thing in 
the same way all over again, unlike many churches! They 
give it another go but approach it from another angle 
until it works. Creativity is an ongoing process and the 
most important part of this process is to keep going. If 
we can help the creatives in our midst keep using their 
imaginations, giving them the opportunities to take 
risks that might go horribly wrong or magnificently right 
we might end up with something we don’t expect but 
something we need to see, hear, touch or say. All types of art 

Where are the creatives? 
Some contemporary creatives RM has connections with:

Supported by church leadership, artist-in-residence 
Fiona Brown created the dragonfly project at St John’s in 
Wellington and found people who wouldn’t usually come 
to church would come to creative days. It became a whole 
church project: “It’s something we are doing together as a 
church, it’s creative arts ministry really, it’s part of the whole and 
biblically it’s part of a bubbling up of the Holy Spirit.”

Chris Duffett uses art as a way to teach, inspire and 
encourage. He describes his abstract work as ‘light 
breaking’. “My prayer is that these paintings speak of hope 
and new life, that out of darkness the light of Christ may shine 
bright.”3

Other creatives include filmmakers such as Andy Thomas 
of Fuelcast  whose intention is to ‘help people of faith, 
strengthen their faith’ and Charlotte Whitham, a young 
videographer currently based in Manchester whose work we 
used in the last RM conference.

Many of the people we meet through RM are introducing 
creativity into their churches through innovative ways 
of worship. Eryl Parry is one such leader. Based in North 
Wales she regularly leads ‘Worship in the Wild’ , a 
guided pilgrimage walk with gentle conversation and 
contemplative prayer. 

Rev Alison Griffiths 
RM Pastoral Support Director South

1 Will Gompetz, ‘Think Like An Artist’, Penguin Books, 2016 
2 Celtic Daily Prayer Book 2, Northumbria Community, 
William Collins, 2015, p 900
3 www.chrisduffettart.com

have the capacity to draw us closer to understanding who 
we are in the light of who God is, whether we have a faith or 
not, and the future of the Church needs to employ all the 
gifts we have available if we are communicate the message 
of Jesus in the 21st century. 

God the Artist

Thou takest the pen - 
and the lines dance.

Thou takest the flute -  
and the notes shimmer.

Thou takest the brush -  
and the colours sing.

So all things have meaning 
and beauty

in that space beyond time 
where Thou art

How, then, can I hold back 
anything from Thee? 

Dag Hammarskjold2 



 
 This lively illustrated guide will encourage 

and increase confidence in all who work or 
worship in a village church.

How Village Churches Thrive: A Practical Guide draws 
on the wisdom of a wide variety of practitioners to 
identify and offer imaginative help with 10 key things 
that enable village churches to flourish.

Pre-order your copy now 
(ahead of publication in June) 
at www.chpublishing.co.uk

For details of discounted 
advanced bulk orders, please email 
publishing@churchofengland.org

Introduced by Robert Atwell, the Bishop of 
Exeter, with foreword by comedian, actor & 
writer Hugh Dennis.

Price: £9.99


